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and lived there for thirty-one years. She raised 
three children, two sons, Anthony and Albert, 
and one daughter, Joanne; and today she is 
the proud grandmother of eight and great- 
grandmother of another eight. After her hus-
band passed away in 1979, Rae moved to 
Quinnipiac Avenue to live with her son. 

When Rae was young, she enjoyed basket-
ball and baseball. At 100 years young, Rae 
enjoys doing word search puzzles, and watch-
ing and listening to her television. She is in-
volved in recreational activities such as exer-
cise groups, special events, entertainment and 
playing games such as Bingo, Pokeno, trivia, 
Five-Card Bingo and more. She is very active 
and recreates independently, praying the ro-
sary, and reading prayers daily. 

Marking decades of hard work, this occa-
sion reflects an important milestone in Rae’s 
life. Over the years, she has witnessed re-
markable changes and extraordinary 
progress—indeed, she has lived through some 
of the most exciting times on our nation’s his-
tory. I am honored to call her family and very 
proud to stand today to wish Raffaela Cicarelli 
a very happy 100th birthday! My very best 
wishes for many more years of health and 
happiness. 
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, Pennsyl-
vania State Representative Gene DiGirolamo 
of Bensalem Township has been honored for 
more than a decade of legislative work to 
combat drug and alcohol addiction in Bucks 
County and across our commonwealth. For his 
commitment, Representative DiGirolamo is 
being recognized by Steps to Recovery, a 
Bucks County behavioral health treatment 
center. 

Amid rising problems of opiates, such as 
heroin, and abuse of prescription pain medica-
tions which have contributed to a sharp in-
crease in drug overdose deaths, Representa-
tive DiGirolamo has remained an outspoken 
advocate in the fight against these trends. 

His legislative advocacy led to Senate Bill 
1182, the ‘‘Good Samaritan’’ law. This law in-
cludes provisions that give families and all 
emergency personnel access to the life-saving 
drug, Narcan, which is used to counteract the 
deadly effects of a drug overdose. In Pennsyl-
vania, the law also allows fire and police per-
sonnel to have Narcan on hand for a drug 
overdose emergency. 

Therefore, I congratulate my friend Rep-
resentative DiGirolamo for his dedication, 
compassion and outstanding leadership and 
wish him continued success. 
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Erna Kubin-Clanin, proprietress and 

chef of Erna’s Elderberry House Restaurant. 
Erna’s Elderberry House is a small town treas-
ure located in Oakhurst, California. 

In 1982, Erna purchased a nine acre prop-
erty for the restaurant. In the beginning, she 
had to overcome a few challenges, but in 
1983, construction began, and the following 
year, the doors opened for Erna’s Elderberry 
House. Now, on October 19, 2014, she is 
celebrating the restaurant’s 30th anniversary. 

Erna takes pride not only in the food she 
prepares, but also in the annual events that 
she holds, such as ‘‘A Night in Vienna’’ and 
Erna’s signature ‘‘Elderberry Harvest Dinner.’’ 
These events, along with the delicious meals 
she prepares daily, are the reason why so 
many tourists from Yosemite National Park 
and the surrounding areas make sure to visit 
the notable restaurant. 

Guests continue to return to the restaurant 
to experience the quality of food and service. 
Only the freshest and most pristine ingredients 
from local Central Valley farms are purchased 
for the unique cuisine that is on the menu. 
They also work with the Maitre’d Hotel to en-
sure flawless service and hospitality and with 
the Cellar Master to create an extraordinary 
wine list, which complements the menu each 
evening. 

For more than fifteen years, the restaurant 
has maintained the Elderberry House Cooking 
School. It provides knowledge of the culinary 
arts to its patrons and transforms the res-
taurant into a creative arena where inspired 
cooks can develop their skills under the guid-
ance of the executive chef. 

Continuing upon her culinary dreams, Erna 
opened the enchanting Chateau du Sureau in 
1991, the elegant Villa Sureau in 1999, and 
the magical Spa du Sureau in October 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing 30 years of outstanding culinary 
experience created by Ms. Erna Kubin-Clanin. 
She has undoubtedly made lasting contribu-
tions to the San Joaquin Valley and the entire 
state of California. 
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 85th Anniversary of the found-
ing of the Daughters of Penelope, the leading 
international women’s organization dedicated 
to promoting the ideals of ancient Greece. 
Founded, November 16th 1929 in San Fran-
cisco, California the Daughters of Penelope 
was established to improve the wellbeing of 
women through community service and vol-
unteerism. Especially, I would like to honor the 
Daughters of Penelope District 5 who rep-
resent chapters in New Jersey for their tireless 
efforts to improve the lives of women across 
our great state. 

Nationally, one example of the great work 
done by the Daughters of Penelope can be 
found in the Penelope House, a shelter for 
battered women in Mobile, Alabama. The Pe-
nelope House focuses on the prevention of 
domestic violence through education and pub-
lic awareness. The Penelope House helps vic-
tims of intimate partner violence to gain social 

and economic independence through shelter, 
counseling, and advocacy. 

Clearly, the Daughters of Penelope de-
serves our recognition and support as they 
continue to expand the opportunities, status 
and well-being of women and their families 
around the globe. Congratulations to the 
Daughters of Penelope on reaching such a 
milestone and I look forward to continuing to 
see the charitable efforts of such a dedicated 
group of people. 
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fresno Area Hispanic Founda-
tion for being selected as the 2014 Chamber 
of the Year by the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation 
(FAHF), a member of the national Hispanic 
Chamber, was selected from more than 200 
chambers for their exceptional service and 
commitment to promoting and supporting His-
panic businesses in the region. The award 
was announced at the U.S. Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce’s national convention in Salt 
Lake City. 

The Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation, led 
by President/CEO Dora Westerlund, was 
founded in 2001 by a group of business own-
ers determined to find effective and engaging 
ways to address the needs of a dynamic and 
emerging population. The FAHF, which is the 
only Hispanic Foundation west of the Mis-
sissippi to own its facility—The Downtown 
Business Hub, has evolved into a one-stop 
shop that offers an array of resources ranging 
from networking opportunities to micro-loan 
programs. In addition, the FAHF offers bilin-
gual workshops on small business lending and 
courses on business licenses, market re-
search, operations management, and financial 
statements, to name a few. 

The FAHF also has a very strong philan-
thropic presence in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Since its inception, the FAHF has focused on 
assisting underserved families in the region by 
providing academic scholarships and personal 
enrichment activities. Through their scholar-
ship program, the FAHF has awarded more 
than $200,000 in scholarships, and their Lend- 
A-Hand program provides over 600 parents 
and 350 children with free food and toys dur-
ing the holidays. Additionally, the Fresno Area 
Hispanic Foundation, in conjunction with the 
Mexican Consulate in Fresno, established the 
Plaza Comunitaria in 2003, which touches the 
lives of local children and families through the 
center’s annual events and fundraisers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the Fresno Area Hispanic Founda-
tion for being selected as the 2014 Chamber 
of the Year by the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. Their unwavering dedication to the 
success and growth of Hispanic businesses in 
the San Joaquin Valley and their work to en-
rich the lives of local families is truly com-
mendable. The Fresno Area Hispanic Founda-
tion has served as a catalyst for economic 
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